
SITE CLEARANCE VERIFICATION PROCEDURE APPLICATION (SC-APP)     (rev 7/11) 

DNR/OFFICE OF CONSERVATION                              ENGINEERING DIVISION 

 PART I  GENERAL INFORMATION 
  Applicant/ Operator  Name 

         
  Organization ID  

       

   Application Date 

          
  Contact Person within Applicant‟s Organization 

         
  Applicant Phone Number 

  (   )    -     
  Applicant Address (Street Address or P.O. Box, City, State & Zip) 

         
  Consultant Name (if applicable) 

         
  Contact Person within Consultant‟s Organization 

         
  Consultant Phone Number 

  (   )    -     

  Consultant Address (Street Address or P.O. Box, City, State & Zip) 

         
  Field Name  

         
  Field Code 

        
  Parish Name 

         
  Parish Code 

     

 PART II   TRAWLING  -  INFORMATION & STATEMENTS    (Must be completed if trawling is proposed for SC verification) 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following documentation is enclosed and/or attached. 

 

   A description of the navigation equipment utilized to ensure correct position information. 
 

   A detailed description of the trawling procedures to be conducted. 
 

     A plat or plats which depict the well/structure locations included in the application along with the radius of investigation for each location and the grid lines to 

be trawled to ensure 100% coverage of each area.  For restricted waterways, the location of nearby land is to be clearly shown on the plats.  In cases where a 
request is made to exclude a portion of the required area/radius of investigation, the wells/infrastructure which necessitates the request is to be shown on the 

plat(s). 

 

Initial each box below to signify that the following statements are true and correct with respect to the proposed trawling operations. 

 

     I have read, understand and will comply with all Site Clearance Requirements for trawling as contained in LAC 43:XI.311.E, general instructions included 
with this application and the Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.    

      If a sea turtle is taken while trawling, he will be resuscitated according to guidelines for any captured turtle as described in the ESA (Endangered Species 

Act) regulations at 50CFR223.206(d)(1) and released. The species of any taken Sea Turtle will be identified and its condition reported within the verification 
report. 

   Any debris that should fall from a torn net will be recovered and disposed in a proper and legal manner on land. This includes any debris that might fall outside 
the assigned radius 

 

 PART III  DIVING - INFORMATION & STATEMENTS    (Must be completed if diving is proposed for SC verification) 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following documentation is enclosed and/or attached. 

 

   A detailed explanation of why diving is being proposed instead of trawling. 
 

   A description of the methods which will be used to locate the center of each abandoned well or structure. 

 

  A detailed description of the methods which will be used to ensure 100% coverage of each area.  If a chain or cable is proposed for use, include a statement 
that indicates the chain or cable is of sufficient weight to remain on bottom.    

 

     A plat or plats which depict the well/structure locations included in the application along with the radius of investigation for each location and the method of 

investigation to ensure 100% coverage of each area.  The plat(s) should also clearly demonstrate all site conditions and remaining infrastructure (including 
flowlines) which necessitate the requested alternate site clearance method.  For dead-end slips, the location of nearby land is to be clearly shown on the plats.    

In cases where a request is made to exclude a portion of the required area/radius of investigation, the wells/infrastructure which necessitates the request is to be 
clearly shown on the plat(s). 

 

Initial each box below to signify that the following statements are true and correct with respect to the proposed diving operations. 

 

     Any obstruction encountered will be marked, removed, and properly disposed of on land. 
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PART IV  OTHER METHODS - INFORMATION & STATEMENTS  (Must be completed if other methods are proposed for SC verification) 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following documentation is enclosed and/or attached. 

 

   A detailed explanation of why the method is being proposed instead of trawling. 
 

   A detailed description of the procedures to be conducted including equipment specifications; investigation and assessment of anomalies; and methods for 
removal of any obstructions identified. 

 

     A detailed description of the methods which will be used to ensure 100% coverage of each area.  
    

     A plat or plats which depict the well/structure locations included in the application along with the radius of investigation for each location; spacing of grid lines 

or tripods; and the method of investigation to ensure 100% coverage of each area.  The plat(s) should also clearly demonstrate all site conditions and remaining 
infrastructure (including flowlines) which necessitate the requested alternate site clearance method.  For dead-end slips, the location of nearby land is to be 

clearly shown on the plats.  In cases where a request is made to exclude a portion of the required area/radius of investigation, the wells/infrastructure which 

necessitates the request is to be clearly shown on the plat(s). 
 

   A description of deliverables which will be provided to document that each area/radius of investigation is clear. 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following statements are true and correct with respect to the proposed operations. 

 

     Any obstruction encountered will be marked, removed, and properly disposed of on land. 

 

PART V      STRUCTURE REMOVAL INFORMATION  (Must be completed if structures are removed prior SC verification) 
Depth of Removal for Legs, Casing, & Pilings (ft) 

        

  Explosives used for removal? 

  YES   NO  

If explosives are used, briefly describe purpose: 

        

 

Initial each box below to signify that the following documentation is enclosed and/or attached. 

 

   A detailed description of the structure(s) to be removed prior to site clearance verification including the configuration, size, number and type of legs, casings, 
and pilings)  

 

   A schematic or photograph of the structure to be removed prior to site clearance verification. 

 

PART VI     FLOWLINES/PIPELINES  INFORMATION 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following documentation is enclosed and/or attached. 

 

   A detailed description of all flowlines and/or pipelines in each area of investigation including the line status (active/inactive), type and ownership.   
 

   A statement regarding the planned abandonment action (removal or burial) for each inactive line.   
 

   A detailed justification to allow any exposed inactive line to remain in place including a description of conditions which prevent safe removal or burial and a 
letter of concurrence from the Department of Natural Resources – Office of Coastal Management and/or the owner/operator of any active line interfering with safe 

removal/burial. 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following statements are true and correct with respect to pipelines/flowlines in the area/radius of investigation. 

 

     Except for inactive lines that are intertwined with active lines or cases where the removal or burial of an inactive line creates a safety hazard, all inactive 

flowlines and/or pipelines located within the area/radius of investigation will be buried at least three (3) feet below mudline or removed.      

 

PART VII    ADDITIONAL GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
  

Initial each box below to signify that the following documentation is enclosed and/or attached. 

 

   Application fee of $600 per application.   (Payable to the Office of Conservation) 
 

   One original and one copy of this completed application form. 
 

Initial each box below to signify that the following statements are true and correct with respect to the proposed trawling operations. 

 

     I have read, understand and will comply with all Site Clearance Requirements as contained in LAC 43:XI.311.E and the general instructions included with 
this application. 
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  PART VIII    WELL LIST 

1 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

   . 

2 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

   . 

3 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

   . 

4 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

   . 

5 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

   . 

6 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

   . 

7 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

    . 

8 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

    . 

9 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

    . 

10 
 Well Name and Number  / Structure Name  
        

 Serial Number   

        

  Water Depth (ft) 

        

 Location Type  

  . 
  Well Status 

  . 
 Proposed SC Method 

. 
 Specify if OTHER 

       

 Proposed SC Radius (ft) 

    . 

  PART IX    AFFIDAVIT 
  STATE OF          PARISH (COUNTY) OF        

I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, true and correct and that I have authority to make such application. 

 Applicant Representative (print) 

           

 Signature of Applicant Representative   Date 

        

  Sworn to and subscribed before me this       day of       in the year          (Affix Seal) 

  My Commission expires 

          
  Signature of Notary Public 
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SITE CLEARANCE VERIFICATION PROCEDURE APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS     (rev 7/11) 

DNR/OFFICE OF CONSERVATION                                ENGINEERING DIVISION 

General Requirements 

All abandoned well and platform locations on state water bottoms in the Gulf of Mexico and adjacent bays and inlets (Coastal Zone) shall be cleared of all related 

obstructions by the owner of such facilities. All owners shall comply with the site clearance and verification requirements and procedures.  The regulations 

regarding site clearance verification are found in LAC 43:XI.311.E. 

Each application may contain ten (10) wells or platforms or a combination of both located in the same field.  A “Wildcat” well may be added to the group providing 
it is in the same parish and the number of total sites does not exceed (10) ten.  Once a „Site Clearance Application‟ has been approved by the Office of 

Conservation, no additional wells or structures may be added to the application. 

Wells included in a „Site Clearance (SC) Application‟ which have not been plugged and abandoned at the time of the application must be P&A within one year of 
SC application approval or the well will be removed from the SC application. 

Site clearance verification shall be completed as specified in the approved application within ninety (90) days of completion of well, platform or structure 

removal/abandonment operations, unless otherwise approved by the Commissioner of Conservation. 
 

If any excavation or fill will be required for site clearance operations, including that which may be necessary for access and/or pipeline removal and/or burial, a 

Coastal Use Permit application must be filed with the Office of Coastal Management.  Additionally, if pipeline installation was authorized by the Office of Coastal 
Management, a Coastal Use Permit application will need to be submitted to the Office of Coastal Management for the removal of the pipelines or for permission to 

leave them in place.  

 
The Louisiana Underground Utilities and Facilities Damage Prevention Law requires notification of demolition or excavation activities at least forty-eight (48) 
hours prior to beginning same.  Notification should be made to LA One Call at www.laonecall.com or by calling 811. 

Site Clearance Verification Method Requirements 

Trawling is the preferred method of site clearance verification.  The commissioner will consider diving or sonar in lieu of trawling when any of the following 
conditions are adequately demonstrated to exist in the verification area:  (1) more than 50% of the verification area falls within an active oyster lease; (2) the 

verification area is associated with a dry hole; (3) the verification area has an average water depth of three (3) feet or less; (4) the verification area is located at the 
end of a dead-end slip; or (5)  the verification area contains active wells or structures or pipelines or flowlines which are greater than 8 inches in diameter or include 

above grade obstructions (valves) and the resulting trawling restriction zone(s) exceeds 50% of the total required verification area and includes the center portion of 

the verification area . Supporting documentation and plats of area conditions must be submitted with the application for all site clearance methods other than 
trawling. 

Site Clearance Verification Area Requirements 

All abandoned well and platform locations must be verified clear of all obstructions present as a result of oil and gas activities.  For areas with more than one 

facility to be abandoned, with overlapping site clearance areas, the operator/owner may submit a site clearance application for the composite area.  

 
Structure Type Open Water - 

Territorial Seas* 

Open Water - 

Coastal Waters 

Restricted Waterway** 

(canal, bayou, river) 

Exploratory, Dry Hole, Delineation, or Other Wells 

That Have Not Been Produced for Purposes Other 
Than Production Tests 

300-foot radius circle 

centered on the well 

300-foot radius circle 

centered on the well 

100-foot maximum linear distance 

upstream and downstream from the 
location of the well 

Platforms*** 1,320-foot radius 

circle centered on the 
platform geometric 

center 

400-foot radius circle 

centered on the platform 
geometric center 

400-foot maximum linear distance 

upstream and downstream from the 
location of the platform 

Single or Multi-Well Caisson or Templet 400-foot radius circle 
centered on the well 

400-foot radius circle 
centered on the well 

100-foot maximum linear distance 
upstream and downstream from the 

location of the well 

*      Territorial Seas - Waters from the most southerly land mass at that longitude outward to the three mile limit. 

**    Restricted Waterway – A canal, bayou, river or other similar restricted waterway. 

***  Platform - A structure that has significant facilities supporting exploration and production operations. 

Site Clearance Verification Process 

 

Step 1 –  Submit an original „SITE CLEARANCE VERIFICATION PROCEDURE APPLICATION‟ (SC-APP) and one (1) copy.  

The notarized application should be submitted along with all required documents and the $600 application fee to the following address:  

 

OFFICE OF CONSERVATION 

ENGINEERING DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 94275 

BATON ROUGE, LA 70804-9275 

 
Step 2  –  Once written application approval is received, conduct approved site clearance verification operations. 

 
Step 3  –  Submit the „SITE CLEARANCE VERIFICATION REPORT‟ within ninety (90) days of completion of site clearance verification 

operations. 

 

  



 

 

 

Trawling 

 

Trawling requirements are discussed in the regulations and can be found under Title 43.XI. Chapter 3 

Underwater Obstructions 

 

Trawling must comply with the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Department of Natural 

Resources and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries(attached). Changes are being made now to include 

(1) Trawls shall have a minimum stretched mesh size of 4 inches at the cod end and 2 inches elsewhere. (2) 

Contractors shall report to NOAA Fisheries in compliance with 50 CFR 223.206 all takes and identify the 

species of any sea turtles incidentally captured, resuscitated, released, or killed. Report shall include animal‟s 

condition. Since a sea turtle can be recovered post-mordem, the description should include the animal‟s 

condition (i.e. rigor mortis, decaying, cracked carapace/shell, etc.) (3) All captured sea turtles shall be 

resuscitated and released as per the guidelines described in the Endangered Species Act (ESA) according to 

federal regulations at 50 CFR 223.206(d)(1). 

 

                                                                             















 


